e had dreams of a sensa-

tional wedding. When we

got engaged, we wanted

our wedding to reflect
our love for one another and give our friends
and family an opportunity to celebrate with
us. The only obstacle to achieving this was
our very limited financial resources. The
average cost of a wedding is more than
$20,000. We wanted our wedding day to be
special, but it seemed ridiculous to sink so
much money into our first day of married
life. We refused to believe our dream wed-
ding should put a pinch on our newlywed
finances. By following five key rules, we
were able to achieve the wedding we imag-
ined, without breaking the bank. Since then,
we have helped thousands of couples use
the same key rules to make their wedding
fantasies, a reality.

KEY #1: CREATE A BUDGET
Carefully consider how much you
want to spend on your big day. Keep
in mind that before the last thank you
note has been mailed, you will be faced with
everyday marital expenses. Don't allow your
wedding to create financial stress. Knowing
how much you can afford for each aspect of
your wedding makes it easier to say no to

upgrades and add-ons.

KEY #2: EVALUATE YOUR

GOALS

The wedding world is full of market-

ers trying to persuade you that what
they are offering is essential to the success
of your wedding. Anchor yourself by think-

ing about what is really important. Start by
asking yourselves essential questions such
as, why do you want to have a wedding cer-
emony and reception? Once you know why
you want a wedding ceremony and reception
you can start to shape them. If your goal is
to have a fun celebration with your family and
friends, focus your energy, and budget, on
your reception. Although you probably have
several goals for your wedding, prioritize in
order to best focus your wedding dollars.

KEY #3: CHECK-IN WITH

RESOURCES

Brides and grooms should utilize

all the resources available to them,
including friends, family, coworkers, church
members, and classmates. A great place to
start is with family. Even if you are not
expecting your parents or family members
to pay for your wedding, you should still
check in with them. They may offer to pay
for a certain aspect of your wedding such
as the cake. As you think about the various
roles that need to be filled for your wedding
ceremony and reception, try to think of
family members and friends who would do a
great job filling each position. Just be sure to
express heartfelt thanks for any services or
monetary gifts. Bottom line: you won't know

until you ask.

KEY #4: DELEGATE

Try to delegate time consuming

projects, like flower arranging and

table decorations, to willing helpers.
Most of your friends would love to help you.
They are waiting to be invited to participate
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in your wedding process. Carefully select
friends to help based upon their particular
skills and interests. By delegating responsi-
bilities to your friends and family, you will be
free to focus on making sure that everything
comes together the way you have envisioned
for your wedding day.

KEY #5: GO FOR THE DEALS
When we were planning our wed-
ding, we looked into buying a unity
candle. The simplest unity candle set
sold for $30. Instead, we bought the candles
and our desired decorative enhancements
from a local craft store and assembled them
at home. It you are willing to assemble a few
pieces, you can find much of what you need
at a craft store. You will pay a fraction of
the cost of ready-made wedding items and

be able to customize to your wedding.

AN OPEN DOOR TO YOUR WED-
DING DREAMS

The five key rules we have outlined for you
will unlock the door to your dream wedding.
You can have the wedding of your dreams at
an attordable cost. If you can afford $5,000,
$3,000, or less than $2,000 like us, your
dream wedding is possible.

Authors Tim and Lisa Spooner
have written three marriage starter
books. Visit their website, wuww.
WeddingPlanningOnABudget.com,

where you can get thetr wedding

budget calenlator, read about their
wedding, and download our their

‘Wedding Planning on a Budget'.
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